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I. INTRODUCTION 

In response to the OfBcc Action dated Match 6, 2008, claims 1, 9 and 17 have been 
amended and daims 7, 8, 1 8 and 19 have been canceled. Claims 1-6, 9-17, and 20-21 remain in the 
application. Entry of these amendments, and re-consideration of the application^ as amended, is 
requested. 

XL CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Applicant's attoxnej' has made amendments to the claims as indicated above. These 
amendments are made to correct minor errors and to substantially incorporate die features of claim 
7 into claims 1, 9 and 17, Accordingly^ the Applicant believes that no new search will be required to 
determine the patentability of the claims as amended. 

The Applicant is not conceding in this application that those claims are not patentable over : 
the art cited by the Examiner, as the present claim amendments and cancellarions are only for 
facilitating expeditious prosecution of the allowable subject matter noted by the examiner. The 
Applicant tespectfiilly reserves die right to pursue these and other claims in one or more 
continuations and/or divisional patent appUcadons* 

m. GROUNDS OF REJEiZTION TO BE REVIEWED 

Whether claims 1-5, 8, 9 and 13-21 are patentable under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(e) over U.S. 
Publication No. 2004/0268406 , issued to Sparrell (hereinafter, the Sparrell reference). 

Whether claim 6 is patentable under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) over Sparrell in view of U.S, Patent 
No- 7,127,734, issued to Amit (hereinafter, the Amit reference). 

Whether claims 7 and 10-12 are patentable under 35 U.S.C §l03(a) over Spanell in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 7,109>908, issued to Griesau (hereinafter, die Griesau reference). 

IV. ARGUMENT 

A. The References 

1. Hie Sparrell Reference 

U*S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0268406 by Carlton J. Sparrell (Spaxrell) published 
December 30, 2004 discloses a ccnttaliicd resource manager for distributed networks manages 
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resources avaikble on the network, such as network bandwidth^ CPU allocation, TV runas, MPEG 
encoders and decoders^ disk bandwidth, and input/output devices. The centralized resource 
manager also allocates the resources o£ network clients and a network-associated media server, in 
response to requests for media services via the distributed network. The centralized resource 
manager may include means for discovering when devices are added or removed &om die network; 
a cunent, IR, or electromagnetic field sensing system for deteimixung when video devices are turned 
off so diat resources assoduited widi any device not in use may be reallocated elsewhere; or a powet 
switching system for controlling the ON or OFF state of such devices so that resources associated 
with any device in the OFF staoe may be teallocaced elsewhere, 

2. The Amit Reference 
U,S. Patent No. 7,127,734, issued to Mati Amit (Amit) on October 24, 2006, discloses 
systems and methods for home network communications. 

3* The Griesau Reference 
US Patent No. 7,109,908, issued to Griesau (Gtiesau) on October 18, 2002 discloses a 
programmable universal remote contcol unit, setcable in one of either a single device mode of 
operation or a multi-device mode of operation, and a programmable universal remote control tuut 
which is programmable such that at least one of a plurality of buttons on the universal remote 
control unit, when operated^ performs a plurality of specific operations such as turning specific 
devices on/off and setdng etpedfic devices in particular modes. 

B. Claims 1-5. 8, 9 and 13-21 are Patentable Under 35 U.S.C. §l02(e) over Sparxell 
Claims 1-5, 8, 9, and 13-21 are rejected as unpatentable Under 35 U.S-C. §1 02(e). The 
Applicant lespcctfally traverses for the reasons described below. 
With Respect to Q ai'm 1 • As amended, claim 1 recites: 

A system for optimi:^ng the bandwidth on an audio I video network said system, comprising: 

at least one slave client <fpcrahk for communication with a master box thereby receiving network 
sendees at smd at least one slave client; 

a television operabk for communication with one said slave client and having both an on condition 
and an off condition; and 

wherein said television can be selectively set in ntbcr said on condition or send off condition by a user 
operating said remote amtrol unit; 
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mhmin when said television is in said &n condition, sedd slave client is aperabk to either 
automatical^ turn off substantial^ completely or automatically enter a sleep mode, as selectively 
predetermined; 

wherein when md slave client is in said skep mode, said slave client is both partially turned off and 
operable to record said network services and updak associated databases; and 

wherein said at least one remote is a Smart remote control that sends a first signal to said television to set said 
television in said off condition and a second sifftal unique from the first signal to said slave cHent regarding 
the status of said television. 

Claim 1 has been amended to recite the features of claim 7, which was rejected as 
unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Sparrell and Gcesau. Accotdangly, the Applicant bete 
addresses the final rejection of claim 7. 

The Final Office Action acknowledges that Sparrell does not teach that die remote control is 
a ''smart"* remote conttol that is operable to transmit a signal to the slave client regarding the on-off 
condition of die television. However, the Final Office Action indicates that this feature is taught by 
Gdesau because 

"Griseau teaches a programmable remote control that sends a desired seties of button 
funcdons. Said remote taught by Gjiseau may be programmed to transmit a signal 
specifically to the sLive client xb^t corresponds to a signal sent to said television^ thereby 
informing the slave client of the status of said television. See CoL 2. lines ll-lS." 

The referenced portion of the Griseau reference is reproduced below: 

Remote control units have gjained widespread popularity 
tor use in remotely controlling borne enterfainment systems, 
which typically include dovice:^ such as a television set, ci 
cable sex-top box or converter a videocai;sene recorder:, and 
h stezeo. Typically each device includes a separate remote 

TTie foregoing merely discloses that remote controls are popular and can be used with a 
variety of devices. The Applicant concedes, however, that Griseau discloses a programmable 
universal remote control. 

However, the nothing in Griseau, Sparrell, or even the combinarion of Griseau and Sparrell 
teaches the notion of transmitting two signals, a first to the television set to tum it on or off, and a 
second signal unique fcom ihe first signal to the slave unit, to indicate that the television set was 
turned on and off. Sparrell teaches monitoring the ER. channel to determine whether the TV set is 
likely on or off (see paragraph [112], for example). Sparrell also teaches that there are problems with 
simply monitoring the signal ordinarily transmitted by the remote, but teaches away feom the 
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Applicant's solution of using a second unique signal by teaching continuous monitonng of the RF 
channel to make inferences as to whether the TV is on or off: 

] R hisfoi is {mm a ptvwvr ^Wifn Ikcy 41 for ihn TV IM, 
(bcre A a ureaier dumx ilui Ebc JckmI TV i» oS. (The 
cbsneees of (his aic id CkI effetiRtf eh»n iT A e^kvision 01 
ooouol 400 lus cspericnDcU ivi itiCtviiy iVtr ciit bfif*f or ^ 
fiSfioe di^ vkwi^ ouy be cDfiroMied in a pcoy^am «ral Qoi 

(ntc DtfiMTcU UMni; ibc (.VnAiff ^ignv] 1u *1V (04 tk>» Ibc 
excluSiVd l^iiaiqQU^ for £|i!lwwwit«s wheih.'r tbc TV IIU » 
in ihi: ON itf OFF Malic. 

Finally, the motivation to modify Sparrell as taught by Giiesau (to enable the tetnotc control 
to transmit user programmable fimctions to multiple devices) does not address the functionali^ 
presented in claim 1 , that is, the ttansmission of two signals^ one to turn the TV ofif, and the other to 
provide the status of the T^'' to the slave device. 

Independent claitns 9 and 17 redtc features analogous ia relevant respects to claim 1 and is 
patentable for the same reasons. 

Dependent claims 2-5, 13-16, and 20-21 recite the features of independent ckims 1, 9, and 
17) respectively, and are patentable for the same reasons* 



C. Claim 6 is Patentable Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Sparrell in View of Amit 
Claim 6 recites the features of daim 1 and is patentable for the same reasons. . 



D, Qaims 10^12 are Patentable Under 35 U,S.C. §103(a) over Spaxren and Griesau 
Claims 10^12 recite the features of claim 9 and are patentebk for the same reasons, 
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V. CONCLUSION 

In -dew of die above, it is submitted that this application is now in good order for allowance 
and such allowance i$ xespectfoll^ solicited. Should die Examiner believe minor matters still r ema i n 
that can be resolved in a telephone interview, die Examiner is urged to call Applicant's undersigned 
attorney. 



Date: J^A^^^2<£>^ 



The DIRECTV Group, Inc. 

RE/R11/A109 

2250 E. Imperial Highway 

P. O. Box 956 

El SegundoCA 90245 

Telephone No. (310) 964-4615 



Respectfully submitted. 




Name: Vict<Jt G. Coot! 
Reg. No.: 39,641 
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